
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL AND REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

 

November 22, 2010 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

November 22, 2010, was called to order at 4:59 p.m. by President Hollenbeck in the Media Center of 

Amberly Elementary School, 6637 Amberly, Portage, Michigan. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe, Melanie Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, Bo 

Snyder, and Randy Van Antwerp 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Joanne Willson 

 

Administration Present: Mary Daoust, Amberly Elementary School Principal; Denise Bresson, 

Director of Curriculum and Professional Development; and Ric Perry, 

Assistant Superintendent of Instruction 

 

Staff Present:  Heather Beering, Parent and past PTO President; Brian Dobbie, Reading 

Specialist; Elizabeth Fillar, Teacher; Christy Gaines, Reading Specialist; 

Maggie Hills, Reading Specialist; Kelly Jensenius, Teacher; Peggy Link, 

Special Education Teacher; Mimi Otto, Parent and Site Based Member; 

Sue Salvat, Teacher; Dana Smith, Title One Teacher; Trish Tibble, 

Teacher; and Jessica Winstanley, Teacher. 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

The Board received a presentation on the Amberly Elementary School - School Improvement Plan.  

Principal, Mrs. Mary Daoust, led a discussion of Amberly‟s target goals for this year, how they were 

selected, the key strategies taking place and their plans to evaluate progress.  Mrs. Daoust and her 

building chairs responded to Trustee questions. 

 

The Board called recess at 5:54 p.m. 

 

The regular business meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

November 22, 2010, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Hollenbeck in the Community Room 

of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 15 people and all in 

attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe, Melanie Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, Bo 

Snyder, and Randy Van Antwerp 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Joanne Willson 

 

President Hollenbeck offered condolences to Superintendent Wells and her family and acknowledged 

the Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, Dr. Ric Perry, would be covering this meeting in her 

absence. 
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REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Dr. Perry discussed the special even honoring Northern High School Media 

Specialist, Ms. Jeanna Walker, and her staff for being named Outstanding School Library Media Program 

by the American Association of School Libraries. 

 

Dr. Perry reported on the success of the Portage Education Foundation‟s (PEF) first annual Fall Classic 

dinner and auction.  Preliminary results indicate almost $7,000 was raised through in-school fundraisers 

and another $6,000 at the dinner and auction for a total of $13,000.  He thanked all involved in 

planning for the event, the sponsors and donors. 

 

Dr. Perry recognized Central Middle School‟s Character Counts Program for receiving the “National Schools 

of Character Promising Practices Award,” for the third year in a row. 

 

Dr. Perry thanked students and staff from both Central and Northern High Schools for participating in the 

annual March of Dimes Bread-Lift.  A report on the total amount raised will be provided when available. 

 

Dr. Perry informed the Board they will be receiving a follow-up report on the conferences that took place in 

the District last week. 

 

Dr. Perry congratulated Northern High students and staff on the overwhelming success of the musical “The 

Wedding Singer.”  He thanked Mrs. Laurel Scheidt and Mr. Mike Scheidt and their crew for all their efforts. 

 

Dr. Perry confirmed the District had received a reimbursement check from for the China trip. 

 

The Director of Information and Technology Systems, Mr. Dan Vomastek, provided an update on recent 

network issues and repairs. 

 

Financial Report:  Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr, presented a financial 

report for the four month period ending October 31, 2010.  He offered accolades to the Business 

Manager, Mrs. Karla Colestock, and Business Office staff for their outstanding report preparations. 

 

Mrs. Colestock shared highlights of the 2009/10 Audit and introduced Ms. Kristin Saper, Auditor from 

Rehmann Robson.  Ms. Saper provided details on the 2009/10 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, 

Single Audit Report, and Management Letter and congratulated the District on a clean report. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if 

there were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Mr. Van Antwerp explained guidelines 

the Board uses for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Richard Brien, 2528 Angling Road, an employee, spoke on behalf of the bus drivers, 

custodial/maintenance, and secretaries, regarding the use of EduJob funds to maintain and compensate 

the District support staff.  President Hollenbeck informed Mr. Brien the Board has not discussed 

recommendations for the EduJob funds and thanked him for his comments. 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 
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Mr. Van Antwerp, liaison to the Curriculum Instruction Council, reported on the approved items, 

science curriculum review and survey.  He also noted the Audit Committee met with Rehmann Robson 

regarding new District reporting. 

 

Mr. Rathburn thanked Mr. Mike Scheidt, Mrs. Laurel Scheidt, the cast and crew on the amazing 

production of The Wedding Singer.  He congratulated Ms. Jeanna Walker and her staff for being named 

Outstanding School Library Media Program.  Mr. Rathburn also thanked all the students that 

participated in the recent March of Dimes Bread-Lift. 

 

Mr. Snyder offered kudos and thanks to Mrs. Colestock and the Business Office staff for the clean audit 

report. 

 

President Hollenbeck thanked Mr. Mike Scheidt, Mrs. Laurel Scheidt, the cast and crew on the amazing 

production of The Wedding Singer.  He also thanked everyone involved with the PEF Fall Classic 

dinner and auction. 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the floor to Board Committee reports. 

 

As the Legislative liaison, Mrs. Kurdys discussed teacher tenure changes under review in the state and 

asked Mrs. Colestock to clarify EduJob funding approval.  Mrs. Colestock noted the District had 

received an award letter for approximately $400,000 in funding to use between 2010/11 and 2011/12.  

Mrs. Kurdys provided a Quality and Scorecard Ad Hoc Committee report regarding academic 

achievement. 

 

Mr. Rathburn, chair of the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, shared plans to interview four 

architectural firms for the facility master plan at a Special Board meeting on Monday, December 6, 

beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Administration Building. 

 

The Owner‟s Linkage Ad Hoc Committee chair, Mr. Snyder, reported on plans for a parent survey, a 

community survey, and focus groups to aide in the „super-tier‟ District goal.  Dr. Perry confirmed that 

parent surveys have been mailed. 

 

President Hollenbeck thanked Amberly Elementary Principal, Mrs. Mary Daoust, and her staff for their 

academic achievement presentation. 

 

Mr. Howe shared an article from the November/December issue of The Journal.  This article focused on 

the integration of technology into instruction and was entitled, “What Innovations Will Shape Teaching 

and Learning in the Next Decade?” 

 

Mr. Van Antwerp distributed copies of a Time For Kids article, dated November 19, 2010, about the 

growing numbers of American students learning Spanish and Chinese languages at an early age.  Dr. 

Perry noted the Board would receive an update on the Chinese Language Program at the January 24 

Board meeting.  Mr. Van Antwerp congratulated the Belding Area Schools Board of Education for being 

this year‟s recipient of the Board Visionary Leadership Award from the Michigan Association of School 

Boards.  He also discussed the updated Citizen Comment Log and urged Trustees to contact him with 

any changes. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

President Hollenbeck presented minor revisions to the minutes of the November 8, 2010, Special 

Meeting and Committee Of The Whole Work Session for Board review. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

approve the minutes of the October 25, 2010, Special Meeting and Regular Business Meeting and 

the Revised November 8, 2010, Special Meeting and Committee Of The Whole Work Session.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

REQUIRED APPROVAL ITEM 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education adopt the 

resolution that authorizes the Portage Public Schools to continue summer tax collections in 2011, as 

presented. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Van Antwerp, seconded by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education 

accept the 2009/10 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, Single Audit Report, and 

Management Letter, as presented.   
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

accept the quote from NETech for the purchase of 517 phones and related equipment to support 

the District’s ongoing VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol) phone system replacement for a total of 

$250,164.45, proceeds coming from the 2008 Bond Funds #1 and #2, as presented.   

 

Mr. Dan Vomastek provided background information on the phone system purchase. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

The Instructional Services Coordinator, Mrs. Sarah Baker, shared details on the recommendation to adopt the 

updated videos to support sixth grade Human Growth and Development curriculum.  She also discussed 

public hearings and membership of the Sex Education Advisory Committee. 

 

Mr. Vomastek provided background information on the recommendation to purchase 153 netbook 

computers from Trivalent Group, Inc. for an amount not to exceed $98,732.43.  Mr. Vomastek responded 

to Trustee questions regarding pricing, lowest bid, bid specifications, technology plans, student vs. staff 

updates, processing power, equipment life expectancy and use of machines.  President Hollenbeck 

requested Mr. Vomastek provide more detailed information on this request including warranties and 

reference checks before the December meeting. 
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President Hollenbeck provided background information on the Architect Interviews for Facilities Master 

Plan and all Trustees were in agreement with the Facilities Infrastructure Committee recommendation.  

He noted four architectural firms will be invited to make presentations and address questions at a Special 

Board meeting scheduled for December 6 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Administration Building.  

President Hollenbeck shared scoring criteria for the interview process and discussions pertained to: 

sequencing, timeframes, collecting public comments, reference checks, public postings of the Special 

meeting, building walk-throughs with the architects, intangible items to consider, and scheduling a 

Facilities Infrastructure Committee meeting after the interviews to process rubrics.  President Hollenbeck 

requested Trustees review all four proposals, formulate questions for each firm, and he will provide the 

scoring rubric for rating the December 6
th

 presentations.  The Facilities Infrastructure Committee will 

collect and evaluate the rubric forms and the Administration will invite the architectural firm that receives 

the highest score to meet to further explain the process and plans. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

 RESOLUTION ON SUMMER TAX COLLECTIONS 

 

 WHEREAS, this Board of Education by resolution on December 11, 1995, determined to impose 

a summer tax levy to collect all of school property taxes, including debt service, upon property located 

within the district, beginning with 1996 and continuing from year to year until specifically revoked by this 

Board of Education. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

  1. This Board of Education pursuant to 1976 PA 451, as amended (the “School Code”), 

hereby invokes its previously adopted ongoing resolution imposing a summer tax levy of all school 

property taxes, including debt service, upon property located within the district and continuing from year 

to year until specifically revoked by this Board of Education and requests each city and/or township in 

which this districts located to collect those summer taxes.  

 

  2. The Superintendent, or his/her designee, is authorized and directed to forward to the 

governing body of each city and/or township in which this district is located a copy of this Board‟s 

resolution imposing a summer property tax levy on an ongoing basis and a copy of this resolution 

requesting that each such city and/or township agree to collect the summer tax levy for 2011 in the amount 

as specified in this resolution.  Such forwarding of the resolution and the request to collect the summer tax 

levy shall be sent so that they are received by the appropriate governing bodies before January 1, 2011. 

 

 3. Pursuant to and in accordance with Section 1613(1) of the School Code, the Superintendent 

or his/her designee is authorized and directed to negotiate on behalf of this district with the governing body 

of each city and/or township in which the district is located for the reasonable expenses for collection of 

the district‟s summer tax levy that the city and/or township may bill under MCLA 280.1611 or MCLA 

280.1612.  Any such proposed agreement shall be brought before this Board for its approval or 

disapproval. 

 

 4. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this 

resolution are hereby rescinded. 

 

AYE:  Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe, Melanie Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, Bo Snyder, and 

Randy Van Antwerp 

 

NAY:  None 

 

ABSENT:   Joanne Willson 

 

DATED: November 22, 2010 

 


